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A note from the Editor…… 

If you have any stories, photos or information that you would like to include 

in the next  issue of the Castle News please get in touch with me via my 

email amyshanahan27@hotmail.com.   

As always I would like to thank our team of contributors for all their 

quarterly updates, and a special thank you to Brenda Brown and her team 

for the printing. 

Amy 

ST GARMONS 
 

For Whom the Bell Tolled 

The bell tolled 99 times on the 28 July in a mark of respect for Roger 
Johnson the father of Alexis Smith our local Priest in Charge. 

Roger had emigrated from North Carolina with Alexis and Scott a few years 
ago and was a regular worshipper at St Garmon’s, also taking a keen 
interest in the churchyard and our local school where he donated an 
electronic white board. 

Roger was part of the US army Tank detachment that entered France during 
the D-Day landings and was active until a few weeks before his 100th 
Birthday for which he was already planning his special party. Parties were 
something which always gave him great happiness. 

Roger’s ashes and that of his wife are now interred together behind St 
Garmon’s below the east window. 

St Garmon’s News 
We said goodbye to Steve Willson, our Rector for the past 12 years. Steve 
and his family have moved to South Wales, his home ground, where he is 
taking on responsibility for a new Mission Area. We wish him, Jennie and 
the family a happy and successful time in their new life. 
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Although a new Vicar for Welshpool, Adam Pawley, will be licensed in a few 
weeks time, we now have Alexis as our Priest-in-Charge. Alexis was with us 
as assistant curate to Steve for a couple of years back in 2016/17. Generally, 
Alexis will be taking our twice monthly Communion services whilst other 
services will be led by Toby Jones, Curate at Welshpool, and our local 
Worship Leaders. 

We have several special services over the forthcoming weeks, not least for 
Advent as we prepare for Christmas! 

The Harvest Festival Service will be on 3 October at 1030, followed by 
coffee and cake. Harvest gifts may be brought along on the day but should 
be of non-perishable items that we can place in our Foodbank box for 
delivery to the Welshpool Foodbank folk. 

Remembrance Sunday this year is on 14 November. Our service will 
commence in church at 1045. The two minutes silence and the laying of 
wreathes and other tributes will take place outside at the Village War 
Memorial at 11.00. 

Advent Sunday will be on 28 November at 0930, marking the lead up to 
Christmas. 

Christmas services will include an afternoon Carol Service, Crib service on 
Christmas Eve for all, especially families, Christmas Day Communion; and 
subject to agreement with the Red Lion, there will be an evening of carols 
and mince pies in the pub. Further details of all these services will be posted 
later online and in the local notice-boards. 

St Garmons Cont’d ……. 
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MONTGOMERYSHIRE CANAL 

Secretary of State for Wales visits the Monty 

On Monday 5th July, Simon Hart, the Secretary of State for Wales, together 
with Craig Williams MP and Russell George MS visited Welshpool to discuss 
the bid by Powys County Council for Westminster funding to enable the 
further restoration of the Montgomery canal, so that it can be re-connected 
to the main canal network. 

Simon Hart took time out to talk with some of the members of the local 
volunteer group (including yours truly) known affectionately as the ‘TRAMPS’ 

If all goes well our labours will not be in vain. 

A short video clip of the visit is can be found here -   

https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x82hx9y 
 

On Saturday 4th September, the Friends of Montgomery Canal held their 
annual Triathlon, involving cycling from Newtown to Belan, canoeing to 
Cowther Hall and finally a run/walk to School House Bridge, Crickhowell. 
A full report can be found on the Friends website – 
www.themontgomerycanal.org.uk/news/ 
 
Should anyone like to know more about the work of our group, or maybe 
even join us on a Thursday, please get in touch with myself, 
timhrobinson@gmail.com or our leader, Chris at 
chris.bushnell3@btinternet.com; 

Great fun, and a useful way to spend a Thursday, keeps me out of mischief 
anyway. 

Tim Robinson 

“ Stop press! Our fame has spread to Westminster, with our MP, Craig 

Williams doing his stuff on behalf of the Montgomery Canal at Prime 

Minister’s Questions”  
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CASTLE WI 

Edward Parry entertained us in July with a very interesting talk and a 
slideshow on Timber framed buildings in Montgomeryshire , some quite 
local. 

 
Guilsfield W I organised the Annual 5 mile ramble in their area , 4 of us had a 
pleasant afternoon ending with the customary tea and cake. 

 
An enjoyable afternoon tea, hosted by member Megan Evans at her home, 
was held in August, it was a real treat to have the most delicious food 
provided by The Lychgate Tea room . Margaret Carey kept everyone 
entertained with her poems and anecdotes. 

 
Three new members joined us in Sept. Junko Cannon gave an amazing insight 
into Japanese cookery particularly the art of making Sushi and of course 
to  taste and try afterwards 

 
Jean and Chris competed in the croquet competition , didn’t make the final 
but Chris had an amazing hole in one! 

 
It’s great to get back to some normality , a team will be entered in the 
Dominoes competition , there’s a Federation quiz and Bingo , we shall be 
hosting the Xmas spectacular in December, plus many other opportunities to 
make new friends and learn new skills. 

 
David Peate will speak on his time as High Sheriff if Montgomeryshire on Oct 
13th feel free to give us a try, 2nd Weds every month at 7pm. 
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THE ARTS SOCIETY MID WALES AND BORDERS 

The September 2021 lecture of the Arts Society Mid Wales and Borders 

takes place on Thursday September 23rd and is titled 'Brilliant British 

Humour - Picture Postcards 1940's-1950's'  The speaker is James Taylor 

 

Venue is the Powis Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool.  Start time is 2.30pm 

prompt.  Visitors are welcome, though a donation of £6 per person is 

requested towards costs. 

 

Please note, the annual AGM will take place at 2pm 

 

For more details contact Dennis J Duggan djduggan@supanet.com  Tel 

01938 555574  or Carole Joby carojoby@keme.co.uk  Tel 01691 658110 

 

The October 2021 lecture of the Arts Society Mid Wales and Borders takes 

place on Thursday October 28th and is titled 'Charles Darwin's "La Belle 

Fanny" - the Life and Loves of Fanny Myddleton Biddulph, of Chirk 

Castle'.  The speaker is Jill Burton. 

 

Venue is the Powis Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool.  Start time is 2.30pm 

prompt.  Visitors are welcome, though a donation of £6 per person is 

requested towards costs. 

 

For more details contact Dennis J Duggan djduggan@supanet.com  Tel 

01938 555574 or Carole Joby carojoby@keme.co.uk  Tel 01691 658110  

mailto:djduggan@supanet.com
mailto:carojoby@keme.co.uk
mailto:djduggan@supanet.com
mailto:carojoby@keme.co.uk
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ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION 

Gareth Davies and Bill Brown are chatting over the garden wall, talking 
about their hobbies, wood turning, woodworking and painting. Gareth 
suggests that they hold an exhibition so that people of the area can show 
off their work. They wonder if it will be an exhibition of just the two of 
them, but there are 13 crafters and 7 artists all showing their work. So many 
different crafts, from crocheting to hand made guitars. 

Mike Lewis and Bill Brown are chatting in the pub and Mike reveals that he 
has a collection of Mike Rogers’ photos which he is keen to preserve for the 
village. He agrees to show and talk about them at the exhibition and the 
slide show becomes the most popular event in the show., seconded by 
Gareth’s wood turning demonstration. 

It was lovely to see so many people coming together and big thankyous go 
to all the people who made it a success. 

Firstly of course the exhibitors, without them there would have been no 
show. 

To Kate Pierce and Gary Human who became part of the organisation team. 
Kate also prepared the slide show. 

To Tony Dingley for bringing his great model railway, all hand made. It is 
always popular and much loved by lads and dads. Plus of course his lovely 
assistant, Meryl. 

To Mike Lewis for reminiscing about the village for three shows. To Roy 
Wilde and Mark Gough who told stories and helped remember who was 
who in the photos. Together they are the Encyclopaedia Castle. 

To Adrian Hughes for doing the technical stuff on the screen and sound 
system and Hope Pierce (her Mum’s IT support system). 

To Cynthia Dowling, June Eardley, Joyce Garrett , Meryl Evans and Joy 
Trueland for assisting with the refreshments. 
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To Gareth, Ian and Mrs. Davies for allowing the use of the Tynllan Farm 
barn. Also to Tonia for her Ideas and support. 

To the Recreation Association for allowing the use of the Community Hall. 
They are very keen for people to come together in the village and for the 
Hall to be busy again. Most importantly to Margaret Evans who did so much 
work to make sure the exhibition ran smoothly. 

Lastly to John Pierce, Ben, Tom and Dan Brown who did the heavy lifting. 

Arts and crafts exhibition Cont’d ……. 

       
          Castle Caereinion Church in Wales School 

         Ysgol Castell Caereinion 
 

 
Dear Stakeholders, 
  
Further to the decision made by Cabinet, Powys County Council has now 
published a Statutory Notice proposing to close Castle Caereinion Church in 
Wales School. 
  
A copy of this notice is available on the Council’s website: 
https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/10560/Castle-Caereinion-Church-in-Wales-
School  

There is now an Objection Period of 28 days, during which anyone who 
wishes to make objections to this proposal can do so. To be considered as 
statutory objections, objections must be made in writing or by e-mail, and 
must be sent to the proposer within 28 days of the date on which the 
proposal was published. 
  
The objection period in respect of this proposal will end on 7 October 2021. 

Yours sincerely, 
  
Transforming Education Team 

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/10560/Castle-Caereinion-Church-in-Wales-School
https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/10560/Castle-Caereinion-Church-in-Wales-School
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CASTLE CAEREINION GOLF SOCIETY 2021 

Welcome to the Castle Caereinion Golf Society 2021 autumn report. 

We hope you and your families are keeping safe and well at this time. With 
many of the covid restrictions being lifted we are looking like returning back 
to some sort of normality. With the changes, golf itself has changed, we no 
longer need to wear masks and social distance in the clubhouse. Out on the 
golf course, we are now allowed to touch each other’s (golf) balls and 
remove the flagstick whilst putting on the greens. 

Due to covid we at Castle Caereinion Golf Society have continued a very 
cautious approach to selecting and booking golf events for our members 
but tried to make things as normal as possible. 

Twenty golf society members made the journey to The Vale Golf and 
Country Club in Glamorgan (the training ground of the Wales rugby team) 
on 18th and 19th of July with a further 16 players from Crew Green Golf 
Society. On the Sunday 18th of July we played our annual match with Crew 
Green Golf Society, playing a pairs match play competition on the 
Championship Golf Course. Some great golf was played by both sides, but in 
the end there could only be one winner, Castle Caereinion Golf Society won 
with quite a crushing, convincing win only losing out on one game. Well 
done to all the Castle Careinion Golf Society members and thank you to 
Crew Green Golf Society members for being great sports people. 

We have now completed all the rounds of the “David P Dowling 
Cup” (Thursday Evening Competition), finished on the 9th of September at 
Welshpool Golf Club. The calculations are still being made to decide the 
winner. 

We are now looking forward to our next away weekend on 17th/18th of 
October at Portal Golf Club in Cheshire. Portal has two golf courses, the 
Championship Course and the Premier Course. 

Further events will be organized as we proceed through the year but as 
always, the safety of the Golf Society members is priority. 
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2021 EVENT FIXTURES 

Sunday 17th October…Away Weekend…Portal Golf Club 

Playing the Championship Golf Course 

Monday 18th October…Away Weekend…Portal Golf Club 

Playing the Premier Golf Course 

Thursday 9th September…Finish of Thursday Competition...Welshpool Golf 
Club 

December 2021….AGM & Presentation Evening….Red Lion, Castle 
Caereinion 
 

Castle Caereinion Golf Society would like to wish everyone all the best 
through 2021, keep safe and keep well. 

We always welcome new members (it does not matter how good or bad you 

are). If you are interested, speak to Joan or Richard at the Red Lion or give 

one of the following a ring: - Scott Theobald…850430 Clive Jones…850264 

Jon Pierce…850381 

WELSHPOOL MUSIC CLUB 

Now in its seventy-fifth year the Rotary Club of Welshpool has always 

engaged with a wider community than just the town of Welshpool. In this 

special year we are opening our general talks to any member of the public 

who wishes to come along. In the next months one particularly engaging 

and interesting presentation will be by Chris and Lynda Brennan who have 

their home on Long Mountain but who have travelled the world. In 2018 

they shipped their camper van across the Atlantic to Colon in Panama and 

then spent six months travelling through Central and North America to 

Halifax, Nova Scotia. The illustrated talk about their journey commences at 

8pm in the Powys Suite of The Royal Oak Hotel, The Cross, Welshpool on 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021. There is no charge for the talk. Visitors are 

more than welcome to come to the meal (two courses) which precedes the talk 

and currently the payment for this is £14 per person; the timing for the meal is 

6.30pm. If any one has any interest in attending either the talk the meal or both 

please contact Chris by October 27: telephone: 01938 552479; mobile 

07970846257; Email: cst220347@gmail.com”  

Golf Society Cont’d ……. 

mailto:cst220347@gmail.com
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CASTLE CAEREINION RECREATION ASSOCIATION 

The Castle Caereinion Recreation Association (CCRA) meets for regular 

monthly meetings in the Community Hall. The association currently consists 

of eight trustees; all resident Castle volunteers who give their time to 

support the Castle community. We would be delighted if you would like to 

join us – meetings are once a month on Mondays at 7.30pm (no meetings in 

August and December).  

Current trustees represent various aspects of Castle village including: St 

Garmon’s Church, the WI, Castle Film Club and the Community Council.  

If you would like to join the team, please contact Ann Jones on 01938 

850266.  

We re-opened the community centre for clubs in early May in line with 

Welsh Government Covid guidelines and will let you know when it re-opens 

for private events. If you have any enquiries about booking the hall, please 

contact Margaret Evans on 01938 805377.  

For more information on the Community Centre please have a look at our 

new updated Castle website https://www.castlecaereinion.org.uk/  

THE TATES…….. 

Have you met “THE TATES”? There are quite a few members of the Tate 

family. There is old man DIC-TATE who wants to run everything, while uncle 

RO-TATE tries to change everything. Their sister AGI-TATE stirs up plenty of 

trouble with help from her husband IRRI-TATE. Whenever new projects are 

suggested HESI-TATE and his wife VEGI-TATE want to wait until next year. 

Then there is aunt IMI-TATE who wants to be the same as everyone else. 

And of course there is the black sheep of the family AMPU-TATE who has 

cut herself off completely. But not all the TATES are bad. Brother FACILI-

TATE is quite helpful and cousins COGI-TATE and MEDI-TATE always think 

things over and lend a steadying hand. Finally there is that delightful, happy 

member of the family, MISS FELICI-TATE.  
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CASTLE CAEREINION FILM CLUB 

 

Welcome back to the Castle film club after 18 months – we are delighted to 
be showing films in our community centre again. 
 
However, very sadly, our wonderful Mike the shop is no longer with us and 
we will miss him as a key part of our film club team whether he was selling 
film and raffle tickets, providing the drinks, sorting out the lights or asking 
for subtitles to be added as he couldn’t hear the sound. 
 
The films will continue to be on Fridays and start at 7.30pm. Doors open at 
7pm and there will be a bar and raffle. Tickets will be £4 for adults and £2 
for children. The first film in September will be free – the Recreation 
Association are keen to welcome everyone back to our community centre. 
 
The films from September- December 2021 will be:- 
 
17th September - Dream Horse 
Set in the South Wales valleys, the film tells the inspiring true story of 
Dream Alliance, an unlikely race horse bred by a small town bartender who 
convinces her neighbours to chip in their earnings to help raise Dream and 
compete with the racing elites. Their investment pays off as Dream rises 
through the ranks and becomes a beacon of hope in their struggling 
community. 
 
22nd October - Nomadland 
19th November - Supernova 
10th December  - Downton Abbey 
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CASTLE CAEREINION COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Playground  
Our thanks to Tyrgwynt who have awarded our community a generous 
grant to purchase a new picnic table for our playground. We hope this will 
be installed by late autumn  

Dog Fouling 
Please can we ask all residents to pick up after their dogs, we have had a 
problem with dog mess in the football field behind the school, which has 
been rather unpleasant for children who were playing football at the time.  

Community Speed watch  
Thank you to everyone who has put their names forward to join our 
community speed watch group. Our PCSO Sarah Pocock will be in touch 
soon and hopefully we will be able to encourage drivers to reduce their 
speed. 

 

Queen's 70 year celebration  
Our Queen celebrates 70 years next year from June 2nd - June 5th 2022, 
and we would like to hold a community event. We would like to hear your 
ideas about how our community can celebrate this weekend, please do let 
us know.  
 

Castle Caereinion Facebook Group  
Have you joined the Castle Caereinion Community Group on Facebook? We 
are at 219 members, please let people know about the group as it is a great 
place to share community news and information with each other.  

For those members of the community not signed up to Facebook, news, 
updates and events can also be found at www.castlecaereinion.org.uk  

Council Meetings  
Our council meetings take place on the last Wednesday of every month at 
7.30pm in the community centre, the first 10 minutes are for residents to 
raise any concerns they may have, so please do come along if you would 
like to bring something to our attention, alternatively you can speak to one 

http://www.castlecaereinion.org.uk/
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of our community councillors or the Clerk, details are below: 

Clerk: Carys Evans castleclerk1@gmail.com 07739 187402 

Councillors: 

Cllr Nigel Bowen (Chairman) 07703 193381 nigelbowen.ccc@gmail.com 

Cllr Clive Jones 07803 379244 cllrclivejones@gmail.com 

Cllr Joan Wyatt redlioninn@aol.com 01938 850233 
Cllr Michele Humberstone cllrmhumberstone@gmail.com 

Cllr Gary Human 01938 850340 gary.humanccc@gmail.com 

Cllr Nicola Kynaston Cllrnicolakynaston@gmail.com 

Cllr Paul Roberts cllrpaulroberts@gmail.com 07917 163559 

 
The County Councillor for our Ward is Cllr David Jones  
 cllr.david.jones@powys.gov.uk 01938 590312 

mailto:carys.evans12@btinternet.com
mailto:nigelbowen.ccc@gmail.com
mailto:cllrclivejones@gmail.com
mailto:gary.humanccc@gmail.com
mailto:Cllrnicolakynaston@gmail.com
mailto:cllrpaulroberts@gmail.com
mailto:cllr.david.jones@powys.gov.uk
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THREE COFFEE MORNINGS  

in the Community Hall 

   
Saturday 18th September , 2021 at 11.00 a.m.   -   Gareth Davies is 
organising a Tynllan farm hike, when he will tell stories of the farm and its 
history. With Gareth’s acting abilities it is guaranteed to be interesting. 
 

Saturday 9th October, 2021 at 11.00 a.m.   -   Paul Sweeting will talk 
about metal detection and show some of the things he has found. He will 
also demonstrate POI spinning  which originated with the Maori’s in New  
Zealand, and involves swinging clubs or sometimes fire using the strength of 
your arms.  Fascinating to watch. 
 

Saturday 6th November, 2021 at 11.00 a.m.   -   Resulting from the Arts 
and Craft Exhibition, the ideas sent in for making the village more attractive 
will be on show. Come and see what you think.  If you have ideas you would 
like to share but it’s difficult to put it on paper, come to any of the coffee 
mornings and talk about it. 
 

Please come and support your village.   
The new bean to cup coffee machine in the Hall will ensure a good cup of 

coffee and there will be cake!! 


